Local History visit to Highgate Cemetery June

Local History visited Highgate Cemetery, one of the ‘magnificent seven’ Victorian cemeteries built during the 1800s on the outskirts of London Today it is a private cemetery still open for burials at a cost.
Our tour was of the West side of the cemetery and included the catacombs, Egyptian Avenue and family mausoleums in the Circle of Lebanon. We also visited the East side to see the grave of Karl Marx.
We learnt about the symbolism used on graves as well as attempts to secure the dead from the clutches of grave robbers in the past. For example, where a grave has three plinths on it, these stand for faith hope and charity. 
During our tour we visited a selection of graves and were told about those laid to rest there. It was a very interesting visit.
Lynn Plumer (Group leader).

