Book Reading “Pillars of the Earth” by Ken Follett 
This is a massive saga about the building of a cathedral, but it’s so much more than that.  Set against the 12th Century Civil War between Stephen & Matilda, there is inevitably a great deal of brutality, but some readers felt that the description of raping & pillaging was unnecessarily gratuitous. Despite this, all of us persisted and some have even gone on to read other books in the series. Others felt that the novel suffered from too much arcane description of building methods, which could, instead, be picked up from an architectural book. So, too, the day-to-day lives were packed with details.  But to me, all of this, added to its appeal. 
It’s a story, too, of amibition. But whereas, Philip craved the role of Abbot of Kingsbridge for the good of the monks and the local citizenry, Archdeacon Waleran tried on numerous occasions & dubious means to install himself as the incumbent of his local cathedral and improve his castle.  The real “baddy” is William Hamleigh abetted by his mother. He usurps the original Earl and rapes his daughter.  She, Aliena     swears revenge & a promise to her father to restore the Earldom to their family, which hundreds of pages & false attempts later she does.  Tom, the original builder just wants to construct a marvellous cathedral and raise his family. The 2 families interact throughout the story and his younger  son which he had been forced to  abandon marries Al.
At various times, recourse is sought from the King, whose word is law in those feudal times and subject to capricious rulings, even as the war swings back & forth.  Peace is only achieved in 1153, when Stephen accepted Matilda’s son, Henry as his adopted son and heir and became Henry II. 



