Freedom  Pass  February 2026 outing

We stayed in central London in February, catching the Thames Link
from London Bridge to Blackfriars. Here we walked in the 1.5 acre new
Bazalgette  Embankment public space. It has been nicely planted with 
some fragrant plants and there are seats overlooking the Thames.
From here we walked past the many beautiful old buildings that 
border the Thames. I was exploring an area from the 1960's where I worked. We came to
Bride Lane where under the small Bridewell Theatre is a swimming
Pool, which just once or twice I took a dip during my lunch break!
The crazy things we do when sixteen. As workmen were there we 
managed to see the edge of the pool, boarded over in 1969.
We next came to St Brides Church designed by Sir Christopher Wren
in 1672. The original church thought to date back to 6th century,
Just off Fleet street it has a long association with journalists.
Traditional Wedding cakes have been based on it's tower.
There is a museum in the basement.
We carried on walking up Fleet street past many of the old newspaper
buildings. There are many alleyways leading off to the right which
I remember, one taking us up to Dr Samuel Johnson's house,
compiler of the Oxford English  Dictionary, in Gough Sq.
We retraced our steps here and made our way back and up
Ludgate Hill to Ye OLde London pub for lunch.
I never did quite find the building where I worked which backed
onto the Old Bailey. The Oxford University Press.

Chris Withams   
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