Local History : The Oval Cricket ground 	November 
On Wednesday 8th November, members of the Local History group had a very interesting visit to The Oval Cricket ground. In 1845 the land, which had formally been a cabbage patch, was leased from the Dutchy of Cornwall. It is now the home of Surrey Cricket Club and is still leased from the Dutchy. In 1915, the then Prince of Wales gave permission for the Price of Wales feathers to be used. They are used on the club badge and the new floodlights, erected in 2009, reflect this shape.
The first FA Cup final was held here in 1872 and continued for the following 20 years. Rugby, in 1876, and other sports including hockey and Baseball also used the pitch.
England’s first ever test match was held her in 1880. In 1882, Australia won the test match. The Sporting Times printed a mocking obituary to the death of English cricket. It said the body would be cremated and the ashes sent to Australia. This led to the Ashes Trophy.
It became the first sports arena to be artificially lit by gas in 1889. The gasholders outside the ground were built in 1853. They became so much a part of the backdrop to the cricket ground that in 2017 the main one was given protected status.
In 1971 England were playing India. The day of the match coincided with a festival for Ganesha, the Hindu elephant god. Someone decided to borrow an elephant called Bella from, what was then, Chessington zoo, and she was paraded on the pitch. A photograph of the event hangs on the wall. 
The red brick Victorian Pavillion houses the members Long Room, dressing rooms and exclusive dressing rooms. We were able to visits parts of these areas as well as seeing much of the grounds. The grounds can now seat 27,000 spectators.   
 Lynn Plumer (Group Leader)
